BC OCEAN FERRY BETWERN
*HALIAX AND ALLY PORTS

Chief Among Transport Boats Is
the Former Giant Liner,
Olympie.

CARRIES 7,000 MEN ON TRIP

Another of the “Ferry Boats” Em.
ployed In Transporting Soldiers
and Munitions Is the Lauren
tic—Great Secrecy Observed.

New York.—Lesa thun €600 miles
from New York city, less than 44
hours' distant In the matter of time,
Great Britain 18 malntainlng one end
of the longest, most dangerous and
most Important ferry service In the
world,

“Forry service" may sound like nn
odd phiase, for the moment, to be
used 1o describing an oversens frans
portation system, but so frequent are
the sallings, so great the numbers of
men and tons of munitions and sup-
plies enrrfed that the expression s
really the aptest to be found,

Hallfax, N, B, 18 the weslern termi-
nus of the great ferry. s eastern
ends are Liverpoel, London, Huvre
und Bordeaux.,

Few Amerienns, unless the hing
falls direetly under thelr eyea (und
unless they nre helped, even then,
with & little information that I8
mighty hard to get), eun realize what
an Important seaport Hallfux s and
how much {8 being done there,

On o vaentlon trip n few days ngo |

ateamed Into the horbor of Hallfax—

through a narrow space, a “gute” they
enll It, between two lines of flonting
mines that extend from shore to shore
—on the little steamer Florizel of the
Red Cross line, writes Joseph J. O'Nelll
In the New York World,

As we straightened out for our dock
there came into view an Immense four-
stack steamer a mile or so awny from
us. She looked rather fawmllinr at trst
glance, aud even more 80 when viewed
through the glusses. Undoubtedly
she ‘was one of the huge pussenger
liners toat all New Yorkers are used
to sevlng In thelr own bay; but there
wns something wrong sbhout her, She
looked diferent. Bhe was of the Adull
gray of the British navy, and on each
slde of her, Forward and aft, protruded
long, wide-mouthed guns,

The Twenty-Eight Ten,

“What ship 18 thnt?" everyone
asked.

But the patriotie British officers of
the Florisel were not telling.

“Probably something In the trans-
port service, or nn auxilinry crulser,
or the like," they replied,

But If this was a transport or un
auxilinry erulser It was an unusunl
one, for there are mighty few boats
aflont the slze of this great gray won-
ster,

By driblets information about the
vessel In the harbor came to the enrs
of the curious vacation voyagers after
they got ashore. The town Is filled
with khakl-elnd Tommles, of course,
Appealed tof for e name and busi-
ness of the blg eruft they would usu-
ally reply: “Cawn't sye, sir, reanlly.”

Finally we got this far: “They call
her Twenty-elght  Ten—Transport
Twenty-eight Ten.”

Then, at lart, I chancod to meet and
fraterpize with n Canndian soldier, a
chap who had just returned from the
other slde, wounded, and one whe was
gind to get m bit of news about the
United States (because—thls was con-
fidential—he belonged here himself,
and showed me proudly his United
Btates cltizenship pepers which he bud
carvled with him  throughout two
years of scrapping In Belglum and
France).

“That's the Olympic.”

“That blg hooker out there? Why,
that's the Qiympic!” he sald, “1 just
eame over In her, and tomorrow
morning she's golog out with a pretty
full curgo of Tommies, SBhe's nothin’
but & bloomin' forry these days!”

And that's what she was—the Olym-
ple, the former pride of the White
Stur line, slgter ship of the -fated
Titanle, and formerly one of the most
luxurious passenger lners afloat.

But now sbe I8 Traosport Twenty-
elght Ten.

And next morning, so early that the
dawn-plok hadn't yet shown over the
oastern horison, the Olymple went out
on one of her regular ferry-runs. Hhe
Just slipped out, without s whistle
blust, without a sound, Indeed. And,
nr my friend In khakl hod sald, she
took with her a “pretly full enrgo of
Tommles,"

Noaw, If you had rambled cbhout Hall-
fax the nlght boefore and usked prl-
vales or oficers here and  ihere,
“What's the big boat taking away
when she goes?' you'd have been (old,
“Oh, a few hundred men, maybe: a bit
of supplles, 00" And watching (he
Olympie slide off through the semi-
darkoess you wouldn't have been
grently lmpreul«l.

But if you bhad hnd better sources of
Informntion—as 1 had, thanks to my
originnl Tommiepal and some others
~you might have learned that Inside
the dark gray hull were 7000 men con-
signed to the French front—T,000 stal-
wart young chaps from the forests und
wheat flelds and towns of the vast Do-
minlon of Cannda, for the most part.

That was lmprossive enough, that

within one grest hatl, But far more
Impreasive woa the luformaotion t(hat
cime to me easunlly from the wounded
mun, nnd then was corroborsted by
others,

“There's 1,200 Yankee Ilnds In that
outfit, too, They're part of the Amer-
Ican Legion that's been recrulting nll
over. Cannda,

A Retired U. 8. Army Officer.
More than that, there way an’' Amer
lean wrmy officer (retired from the
service of the U, 8 A, with high rank)
neting ns gecond in command of this
battallon »f Yankee lnds, I was told by
several persons who had nmple means
of Enowling.

They nonmed his nome and sald that
B0 enthusinstie was he nbout the canse
of the allles that he wos content. even
enger, 16 tecept a leutenant coloneley
in thig battallon, although he had been
of far greater position thap that in the
army of his own country, and wns
really one of the best known of the
older “fighting men” In Uncle Sam's
service,
I nin pot glving the nnme hore, he
cnuse it was whispered (o confldence,
nnd it was sald that be didn't want it
known Just yet that he wus fighting
In the sorvice of & foreign monnrch,
But ull this—the depnrture of 7,000
hoys in khaki—wns but the Incident
of o single day In the port of Hallfnx.
The men were nascimbled wecretly,
pouring In at night over the lines of
the Intercolonlal rallway, at one of
whose plers the blg Twenty-eight Ten
wis tled un,  And when the town was
dark and qulet they were marched
uboard her and, though you could get
within a block or so, you couldn't np-
pronch near enough to see the throngs
clustered on her decks, for you were
halted by a bayonet pelitely pointed at
your brenst,
Great Britain keeps such movemonts
pretly secret,
A few words more about the Olym-
ple. There are severnl reasons why
she I8 In the British transport service
and I8 making trips across the Atlan-
tle nlmost on n regular schedule which
runs approximately Ilke this: Plive
days crossing, three days londing, off
ngnin,
One renson Is that she is commo-
dious and speedy. She can turn off her
28 konots with ense and she can out-
run (and several times has done so)
the fleetest U-bonts Germany can send
af*~r her.

Practically Unsinkable,
But the most Important renson I8
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dhiret =B bs the egerest apprroned to Wn
unslnkahle boat thn! is Aoating. After

the Tiunle went down, It will bhe re |
fitted with |

membered, the Olvinple wips
an “Inner skin,” a compiete second

hall, six Teet Inside of the outer shell |

of her

Another big vessel slipped quletly
ot of Halifax harbor that day. She
wne not so large a8 Transport Twen-
ty-vight Ten, nor did she earry auch
heuvy armmment The guns that
frowned from her sides were of no
more thnn six-inch diameter, apparent-
Iy, She, too, had a numboer, Buat be-
fore the letters woere chiveled off her
bows and stern she was the Lanrentic,

“Just In, n few days ngo, from New
Zenlnnd and Austealia with a load of
gold  bullion—-mitlions,” 1 learned.
“Bhe's off again, now, riding light. Se-
cret orders”

A low-lying, slinsbowed, war-gray
yocht with two rakish plpes and a
mess  of small guns  sHd  speedily
through the harbor. She wns once
the Winchester, well known on the
Hudson and abont New York harbo
and the Florida resorts as the speed-
craft of the son of “Broadway"
She was sold early In the war
und hos since been a scout, steaming
swiftly to sen to wnteh for possible
enemics while the troopships and sup-
ply vessels prepare to make thelr reg-
wlar runs ove, the Great Ferry.

Of these Intter oraft there are
plenty.

Warsghips on the Waltch.

The Leviathan, a high, heavy bat-
tloship of the cluss rapidly becoming
extinet, goes In and out on unknown
erranids. She was going to be serupped
just n= the war broke, but she's done
splendid service since.

Four-funneled erulsers, three nnd
four-funneled destroyers ply seaward,
then harborward,

From the heights of the city, where
stinda the Cltndel, now armed with
wodern and powerful rifles, hello-
graph mirrors wink to other hello-
graph mirrors across the mouth of
the harbor a mile or 50 away. . At
night time huge searchlights seruti-
nize every ship which appronches any-
where pear the entrance*to the port,

From Halifax the little Red Oross
liner Florizel carried the vacation
voviagers, of whom I wns one, to BL
Johns, N. F.. which occuples two days,
Then we had four days ashore, and
then two duys at sea on the return
trip to Hallfax,

During the time we were away no
less than 18,000 more Canadian fight-
ers, in additlon to those on the Olym-
ple, had departed. Since the begin-
ning of the war, I was told, more than
450,000 men have steanmed from the
port, and not one has been lost at sea
through any action of the enemy.

It's a mighty interesting and mighty
warlike place, this close to New York
ferry terminus,

FRST WONAN T0

Ahead of Her Party in
Montana.

CAMPAIGNS ON HOBSEBACK

Makes Her Own Hats and Is an Ex.
pert at Making Lemon Pies—
Intends to Push Extension of
Child-Labor Laws.

—_—

Missouln, Mont—Jeanette Rankin
the frst congresswoman, Is thirty-tive
yenrs of nge and muakes her own hints.
$he I8 more Interested In children,
than in unything else In the world,
with the possible exceéption of votes
for women,

She 18 about five feet four Inches
in beight, slender, with light brown
halr=not red, her friends insist—and
has an unusual store of energy. She
s the daughter of one of the best-
known of the Montana ploneers, who
went west when the state was 50
sparsely wettled that It resembled n
wilderness, and she and her three sis
ters have learned to “rough It" in the
big western stute. Bhe was gradunted
ut the University of Montana, beenroe
an ardent suffrngist while a girl, apd
went (o Seanttle to study volee culture,
und then ecame to New York city to
tnke 0 course nt the School of Phllan-
thropy in that elty.

Ardent Suffrage Worker.

Miss Innkin was among the early
and most ardent workers for suflinge
In the West before nny states had
granted wowmen the vote, It was s ld,
nnd fought actively for nmendments
in Washington and Callifornin.  In
these campulgnsg, It s sald, she went
into mines and to farms to argtie per-
sonially with men and women to in-
duce them to fght for sufrage. She
obtuined o place us o fleld secretary
of the Natlonnl Amevlean Woman Suf-
froge assodation after leaving New
York eity and went to Florida (0 es
tablish suffrage wognnisations there.

She s eredited with having done
more, perhaps, than fny other woman
in the state to ebtaln sulfrage for the
women of Montnun., Then after o
hard fight she was pominnted for con-
gross by an overwhelming vote in the
primaries, and election day, It 18 re-

ing on horsebacek,

finlsh her campaign until

great number of fghting Inds housed

Congresswoman Jeanette Rankin,

friends telephoned to practically ev-
erybody In the stute who had a tele-
phone, according to reports recelved
here, and greeted whoever answered
the telephone with a cheery :

"Good morning! Huve you voted
for Jeanette Rankin T g
Makes Farnous Lemon Ple.
“Miss Rankin s a very femlnine
woman,” one voung woman who had
known her here and who I8 now u re-
porter on 1 New York evenlng paper
soid. “She dences well and makes her
own hots, und sows, snd has won genu-
ine fnme smong her friends with the
wonderful lemon meringue ple that she
mnkes when she hasa't enough other

things to do to keep her busy.

“She 18 the sort of girl who won't
stop until she has got the results she
Is nfter, and It will be lots of fun to
see hor in her first tight o congress.

Among the things which Miss Ran-
kin hns announced that she will dght

ported, she had 1o Hght some of the [for o congress I8 extenslon of the
Old Guard Repablieay lenders In ber | child labor laws-“she lntends to rep-
own state as well as the Democrats, | resent ehildren as wall a8 women in
fhe Al u large purt of her campalign- | congress—national

womnn  suffrage,
mothers' penslons, unlwersal compul-

Hor friends jolned her in creating |sory education and similar proposi-
olectioneering innovations. She dide't [tons It is expected that she will lnel
eloction | troduce a new national suffrage bill'

night, it 1s sald. On election day her |88 soon as she has th-_- apportunity,
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VALUE OF CONCRETE ROAD

Enginear Compares It With Other
Types of Highways and Shows Its
Many Advantages.

“A concrete rond will tend to puH
any community out of the mud and
stay out,” according to A. N. Johnson,
lilghway englneer, who for & number
of yenrs was counected with the office
of public roads, United States depart-
ment of agriculture,

In spenking on the subject of con-
erete ronds, their construction and
value to a community, he said:

“Clean, hard, well gruded sand and
pebbles or crushed stone, mixed with
| cernent and water to form a mass of
quuaky or Jellyllke consistency, evens
tually hardens into stone, When such
an mixture is lald so thut glnbhs 16 feet
wide by from 30 to 50 feet long are
formed, you have a pavement with a
durable, nonakld surface making pos-
glble higher traffic speed with lorge
londs drawn by fewer horses or less
tractive power—a road open to traflie
465 days in the year—briefly, a con-
| erete roand.

“Successful concrete rond constroes
tlon requires, first, proper preparation
of a foundation or subgrade. This
medans compacting the soil where the

; |
conerete |8 to be Inld and providing |

| deninnge so that water will not remain
pnder the concrete sinbs.  Upon the
properly preparod foundation concrete
I8 placed o one or two layers or
courses. This means that some con-
crete ronds are bullt after what is
known a8 the one-course construction.

“The first consists of a relatively rich
concrete mixture throughout; the sec-
ond of n somewhat leaner mixture for
a base, with a richer top or wearing
course npplled before the conerete In
the base has commenced to harden.
Usually where the slabs forming a con-
erete roud are grenter than 16 feet
wide, or where the roads must cross
low, frequently wet and hence poorly
drained spots, re-enforcing In the form
of mesh fubrie 18 embedded in the con-
crete while plaucing. This assists to
prevent the slabs from eracking, either
us the result of settlement of the foun-
datlon or from the heaving due to frost
actios
| “High wearing quality of the con-
crete road results from using prop-
erly graded, clean, hard sand and
crushed rock or pebbles, These must
be combined with cement and water in
proper proportions, Cement makes o
firm binder, It holds the sand or brok-
en stone so tightly together that mod-
ern traflic produces bhut little wear on
the surface and cannot dislodge the
purticles,

“Concrete roads cost in the nelgh-
horhood of $15,000 per mile to bulld,
When built the cost of keeping them
In repalr, owing to the permaneunce
of concrete, is nn average of only SHo
per mile. The enormous snnusl saving
in the malntenance of a concrete road
compared with other types 18 shown by
staustics guthered from  Massachu-
setls, Connecticut, Rhode Islund, New
Jersey and New York for elght yeurs.
Thesga combined statistics show u total
average cost per mile of $608 for maln-
tenance of roads Lbullt with material
other than concrete, while a concrete
rond costs only an avernge of 50 per
mile per year.

“Reduced to an averange basis and
distributed over a period of 20 years
under o $1,506,000 bond 1ssue, the av-
eruge cost of o concrete rond to a
farmer living on land valuad at $50.03
per nere I8 8% cents per acre per year,
This estlmale Is based upon proposed
concrete road construction In Vermilion
coynty, Illnels, nod Vermilion couuty
has just acceproed bids for 141 miles of
concrete highway, Distributed over a
perlod of years und equallzed among
the farmers and taxpayers who are
thus enabled to reach thelr market
town 365 days In the year—and more
quickly than ever before—with larger
| loads drawn by fewer horses, the cost
of n conerete rond Is negligible, BSo o
concrele road Is relatively cheap be-
| enuse a profitable Investment."

 MONEY FOR IMPROVED ROADS

Big Taxpayer la the Man Who Foots
the Bill for Every Improvement
of Public Nature.

More than $£18000000 was pald In
fees for the reglsiration of motor-
driven vehleles in the United States
lust year. Ninety per cent of this was
spent in the malontenanes of old roads
and the bullding of new ronds,

| Additlonally the motorists pald by
far the larger proportion of wll taxes
which were levied for good roads pur-
Doses, X
As n rule the big tuxpayer Is un nu-

|
|
|
|

tomobile owner and he is the man who

foots ihe bill for every public improve-
went.—Houston Post,

| GOOD 'ROADS IN NEW JERSEY

|

| Total Mileage at Close of 1014 Placed
| at 14,817.19 Miles—30 Per Cent

| Surfaced.

surfuced,

were gravel, 180024

v e e v

The totul road mileage of Noew Jer-
sey nt the close of 16014 was 14,817.18,
exclusive of streets in towas, Of this,
8,807.45 miles, or 80.8 per cent, were
Of the latter, 2,858,602 miles
untreated
macadam, and 417,03 miles bituminous

i
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Washington Taxpayer Slowly Easing Conscience

ASHINGTON,—Who I8 “H. D, V."—Haunted, apparently, by a sense of
w remor=e that demands complete atonement, a person signing these Initials
I8 sending every month to the collector of taxes of the District government

a fAve-dollar bill, wrging each tims
THIS wiLL EASE
MY CONSCIENCE

that It be eredited to the “consclence
fund” of the Distriet.

There Is never an explanation as
to why the sender feels called upon
to contribute the money, nor any ln-
dication as to how many of these five-
dollar bills will have to be sent before
full recompense is made.

From the fact that the money s
sent In monthly Installments, how-
ever, officials In the collector’s oflice
assur-e that “H. D. V.” is8 not any too
well off, and that many self-deninls must be made to meet the payments,

Thus far a total of $15 hag come from the mysterious contributor., Two
of the threa installments were sent from Atlantic City, and the last from
Washington,

With no other clue as to the address of the sender, all that Collector
Prince has been able to do each time I8 to Issue a geperal “Thank you."

Has Fupnigst Job in District of Columbia

ARIOUS members of the Distrlet government may claim to have the hard-
V est, the most Irksome, the most complicated, and the superintives of all sorts
of jobs., Charles I, Nesbit, superintendent of Insurance, says he has the fun-
nlest. Not that he doesn't work-—no,
he 18 some claimant there, too—but
the lenven of humor I8 his almost
dally,

The other day a series of com-
plaints began coming In ngninst a con-
cern with a high-=ounding Biblical
name, This was only one of a score
‘of such organizations, clalming to pay
slck and accident benefits, which turn
up continuously to lighten Nesbit's
busy life.

Superintendent Nesbit summoned
the “president” of the concern, a dapper, red-bow-tled, gentleman of color.

“I hear your company hasn't been paying claims, Don't you know you
| ('lll‘lj'l do business In the Distriet? You haven't any llcense,” the visitor was

told.

“Now, boss, you'se gurely sald a moufful. We sure can't seem to do busi-
ness—that's why we ain't pald them clalms. But we tries to collect mos”
Iregulah, sah”

Nesbit told him he would have to stop collecting in the absence of &
-I license,

“Bay, here, does this license cost money?"

“Yes«-"

“Well, Mister Nesbit, that's Jest the way thls govn'ment carrles on. Now,
I ain’t got no money to pay clalms with yet, you-all want me to pay for &
'license 8o I ¢can pay dem clalms."”

The organization has sgtopped collecting, but has not started paylng
claims,

The next laugh came from the report of an Inspector. A colored woman
«complalned that she had been ill for two weeks, and no benefits had been
Ipald. The Insurance company stated that no medical certificate had been
irecelved from her.

The Inspector called around to ask her about this,

“Laws, honey, I clean forgot. Just you HIf up that scarf on the bureaw
‘and there's your certificate.”

4 The inspector found the certificate, all right, and four more, for four
'successive weeks In advance,

Proposed National Forest in Washington Area

HE proposed and planned conservation of the power of the Potomae river
above Washington, the submergence of many locallties and topographie
features long familiar to Washington people, and the conversion of the river
: from Great Falls to a polnt near the

Little Falls into a Inke call to mind &

lunds along the river., If was a plan
to which conslderable publicity was
given at and following the National
Conservation congress held at St. Paul,
Minn,, in 1010, and it Is still alive,

Willlam M. Elllcott of Baltimore
suggested the creation of a great na-
of Columbia. It was proposed to aec-
tional park bordering on the Districet
complish this by acquiring reserva-
tions along the Potomac, Patuxent and Anacostia rivers, covering territory
between Washington, Annupolls and Baltimore, and preserving the Palisades
and banks of the Potomae from Mount Vernon to and beyond the Great falls.
A committee of the American Institute of Architects on the conservation of
natural resources—Glenn Brown, Willlam M. Elllcott, James EKnox Taylor
and Cass Gllbert—drew up a report Indorsing this proposition,

It is pointed out that the presence of cleared lands within the forest
boundaries wounld not be a disadvantage because the best of the farm lands
could be used us experimental farms in co-operation with the department of
agriculture, while those less adapted for ngriculture could be planted In
forests, There are many forelgn trees that have not been fully tried in this
country under forest conditions. The rate of growth of most of our native
gpoecles, under the most favorable conditions as would result In planting, had
not been determined at the time of the discussion of the Capital Natlonal
forest, and It wans reported that “the fleld of forest experimentation is »
large and promising one which would find here the ideal conditions for its
fultillment.”

Old Columns Reproduced by National Museum

T THHE Natlonal museum #t weled and beautiful model has been erected.
At the front entrance of the bullding have beén placed two great columns
The religious

surmounted by lintels of wood, the whole forming an arch,
history of the original columns is a
| very ancient one. From them has been
| tlenrned much concerning the aborigi-
| nes of Central America,

Archeology has disclosed the fact
that st the portal of every pluce of
worship two great columps stood
gunid, No single complete exnmple
of these columns has ever been found,
nnd the erectlon of the model in the
museum wag made possible under the
persopal direction of Dr. W. H. Holmes.
| “I have cagerly yv;atched the con-

struction of our model of those great-feathered serpent columons found In the

nelghborhood of Yucatan at the entrance of numerous temples und frequently
| scattered down the slopes of the pyramids or buried in the grest mass of

debris about thelr bases,” sald Doctor Holmes,
| “The significapce of the colamn I8 a very fascinating one common to
nearly every braneh of native avt, The feathered-serpeant god Quetzalcoutl
of the Aztecs (quetzal—a beautifully plumaged bird of middle America, and
coutl—the snnke), and the corresponding deity Kulkulkan of the Maya people
(kulkul—hird, and kan—snnke), held first place in the mythology of these
peoples, Nearly the entire surface of the body represented in the column s
covered with plumage typifying the bird element, while the general conforma-
tion, the projecting tongue, bulbous fangs, fear-luspiring eyes and bended
ruttle symbolixe the snake. The desire of the peoples was npparently for u
god that ke the bird could fly and yet had the readiness to strike charsctes
istie of the suake."”
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plan for conserving the high wooded |
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